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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

We have had a great start to the year at Waikowhai Intermediate. On Monday 3rd February we had a Powhiri 
to welcome our new Year 7 students and the three new staff members that have joined us this year. This is 
always a superb occasion to bring the staff and students together as one. It is often commented on when 
people walk through Waikowhai Intermediate that it has a great ‘family feel’. This is certainly one of our 
strengths and the Powhiri at the start of the year marks the beginning of the journey for our 2020 Waikowhai 
Intermediate family. 
 

Due to the practicalities of the size of our hall the Powhiri is for the new staff and students, but as parents 
and caregivers you are always welcome at Waikowhai Intermediate. There are two occasions where you are 
invited to come into school this term, but do always contact us at any time, an email is the best starting point.  
 

The first time we would love to see all parents and caregivers is a little more formal. Three Way Conferences 
are on Wednesday 4th March and Thursday 5th March. Please read on in this Newsletter for details. 
 

The other time we would love to see you is for Waifest. Waifest is a time when we have cultural groups on 
our stage, food stalls from our classroom windows and a silent auction in the school foyer. The purpose of 
the event is to invite our community into our school for a more informal gathering, where you can have some 
food, see some performances and come together as a community. It also acts as our only significant 
fundraiser for the school with raffles and the silent auction. Please also read on in this Newsletter for details 
about Waifest and how you can support us. 
 

We have a very stable staff here at Waikowhai Intermediate, but due to teachers stepping out of the 
classroom to fulfill other roles around the school and a maternity leave position in Performing Arts, we do 
have three new teachers this year. Miss Charlotte Berry in Room 13 and Miss Rita Langstone in Room 5 join 
us as classroom teachers. They are both experienced teachers who have taught in the primary sector in 
Auckland for a number of years. In Performing Arts we have Mrs Joanna Toloa, who came to us from another 
intermediate school and still performs regularly to audiences, although I am sure once she has an audience 
with our children we can convince her to make a career solely of teaching! 
 

Kind Regards, 
 

David King 
Principal 
 
Three Way Conferences and Benchmark reports  
Our Benchmark report is something that we pass onto parents and caregivers which indicates the starting 
point we have for your child in Reading, Writing and Mathematics. Your child’s Learning Map forms the basis 
of discussions at Three Way Conferences and the Benchmark Report is there to check that we have a 
common starting point for any points of development that are set. These will take place on Wednesday 4th 
March from 2.15pm to 7.30pm and Thursday 5th March from 2.15pm to 5.30pm. Please use the following 
website and code: 
 
Website: www.schoolinterviews.co.nz 
Code: 5xjuc   

Greetings, Kia Ora, Fakalofa lahi atu, Malo e lelei, Talofa lava, Taloha, Kia Orana,  
Ni Hao, Buenos Dias, Chao, Malo ni Habari, Dobar dan, Bula Vinaka, Apa Khabar. 

https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code?code=kfmf5


Waifest 
Waifest is our major school fundraiser. Children this term are forming student led cultural groups that have a 
focus on inclusion. They will practice during the term and perform on stage at Waifest on Thursday 2nd April. 
The event starts at 4.30pm and there are two performances on stage of the groups to accommodate a 
growing audience. During the afternoon there is food sold from classrooms and a silent auction to raise 
money in the foyer. Any donations for the silent auction are gratefully received by our Associate Principal 
Cathy Ioelu ioelu@wai-int.school.nz In the past businesses and families associated with the school have 
been very generous. All proceeds from this year’s Waifest will go to supporting our children on school trips, 
with a focus on students being able to attend camp.   
 
Thank you for the donation 
We have recently received a very generous donation of books for our school library 
from Vetri Neelakantapillai, who has a child at our school. Thank you very much for 
this wonderful donation! 
 
Congratulations to three former Waikowhai Intermediate pupils  
We are very proud of the achievements of three of our former pupils who have been 
chosen for leadership positions at our local High Schools and Colleges, an awesome achievement. 
 
Head Boy - Lynfield College - Noah Tikoinamaka 
Head Boy - Mt Roskill Grammar - Zach Alaimoana 
Head Girl - Onehunga High School - Maya Edmunds 
 
Overseas trips 
For 2020 Waikowhai Intermediate does not have any overseas trips with students planned. This is something 
that we have offered each year in the past with two different overseas trips in alternate years. For more than 
20 years we have had a reciprocal arrangement with Soto Junior High School where we send students one 
year, and host the next, but this is on hold due to their school’s re-build. The other trip we have done in the 
recent past is to Korea and China, but there is no trip scheduled there for this year. We appreciate that a 
small number of students have really benefited from these trips in the past and intend to continue to offer 
overseas trips in the future. 
 
Hats - Trial of all navy blue caps 
To support more children wearing hats at break times we will trial allowing Navy Blue Caps to be worn at 
break times at school. The caps must be all Navy Blue, with no logo. The link below is to the Warehouse 
online shop where such caps are available. If this is successful and more students are wearing a hat in the 
sun because of this, we will contact the uniform shop and ask them to stock some plain Navy Blue Caps for 
us. Navy bucket hats which are part of our uniform are still available from our uniform shop. 
 

https://www.thewarehouse.co.nz/p/hh-essentials-mens-twill-curved-peak-
cap/R2073323.html#q=hat&sz=409&src=dy-ss-recent&start=1 
 

Kindo Online School Shopping   

We are excited to let you know about our Kindo online school 
shop. 

You are able to view and make full or part-payments on your 
family account for stationery, Year 8 Beach Activity and netball 
along with supporting sausage sizzles and mufti day 
fundraisers! 

Our Kindo School shop is open 24/7 and makes it easy for you to complete payments and purchases when 
it suits you! 

To sign up please follow the instructions at this link: http://bit.ly/2KX0xBa  

SAVE TIME 

PAY ONLINE 

mailto:ioelu@wai-int.school.nz
https://www.thewarehouse.co.nz/p/hh-essentials-mens-twill-curved-peak-cap/R2073323.html#q=hat&sz=409&src=dy-ss-recent&start=1
https://www.thewarehouse.co.nz/p/hh-essentials-mens-twill-curved-peak-cap/R2073323.html#q=hat&sz=409&src=dy-ss-recent&start=1
http://bit.ly/2KX0xBa


Breakfast Club 
The Kickstart Breakfast Programme is a national breakfast club supplying 
Weetbix and Anchor milk for a nutritious pre-school breakfast. We provide this 
breakfast to anyone who needs it in the Manuka Room, between 8am and 8:30 
daily. For whatever reason, whether they got up late or the milk has run out, 
some children come to school needing food to enable them to learn and 
participate fully in school life. Children are welcome to come as often or as 
seldom as they need. The Breakfast Club encourages students to eat while 
chatting with their peers and adults. 
 
We currently clean and reuse plastic disposable bowls but would like to move 
towards more durable crockery or camp-style plastic bowls. If you have any 
cereal bowls that you are able to donate to the Breakfast Club, we would be 
grateful. We will also welcome metal spoons and cups (for milk). Please bring 
these items into the school office. 
 
If you would like to know more, check out this link: https://kickstartbreakfast.co.nz/home 

 

 

https://kickstartbreakfast.co.nz/home


 
 


