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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

Reflecting on the first four weeks it has been a very smooth start to the beginning of the year. It goes without 
saying that it is busy, but from our fantastic front office with Brenda Green and Astrid Day, to the wonderful 
Richard Cudmore our caretaker, and our superb and hardworking teachers, everyone has done their part in 
the team to make sure our children have been able to come in and settle with confidence into their 
environment. 
 
Waikowhai Intermediate is a busy place and we encourage all students to keep a track of the notices at 
school so that they are aware of the opportunities. We endeavour to be as inclusive as possible, but with 
practical limitations there will be times when children miss out on things. Please talk this through with your 
child and encourage them to keep trying and putting their name forward for things. 
 
Three Way Conferences are not far away, but if there is ever anything you would like to talk about with your 
child’s classroom teacher or the leadership team please do not hesitate to be in touch. Email is the best first 
contact and then a meeting can be set up if necessary. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
David King 
Principal 
 
 
Three Way Conferences 
 
A reminder that these are coming up on Wednesday 13th March and Thursday 14th March. Booking is now 
available on: 
 
Website:  www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code   
Code: kfmf5 
 
At Three Way Conferences students will present their Learning Map which is a visual representation of the 
people, places and tools that help them with their learning. We use this tool to get children talking about their 
learning. The more children talk about their learning, the more their understanding, and the active role they 
play in it, grows. For more about Learning Maps please see our school website:  
https://www.wai-int.school.nz/learning-maps 
 
Our benchmark reports are also presented at Three Way Conferences. These give the Waikowhai 
Expectation, linked to a curriculum level of where we see your child achieving in reading, writing and 
mathematics after a 5 week snapshot at the start of the year. We have kept the Waikowhai Expectation 
consistent with the old National Standard for continuity for our parents, but also for our school’s data and 
analysis. If the levels in this report are different to what you have previously seen for your child, please don’t 
be too concerned about this, it is a starting point for a conversation with your child’s classroom teacher and 
is only a reflection of what we have seen at the start of the year. 

Greetings, Kia Ora, Fakalofa lahi atu, Malo e lelei, Talofa lava, Taloha, Kia Orana,  
Ni Hao, Buenos Dias, Chao, Malo ni Habari, Dobar dan, Bula Vinaka, Apa Khabar. 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code
https://www.wai-int.school.nz/learning-maps


Oceans Virtual Reality 
We are very lucky to have the opportunity to work on our Conservation Inquiry through the use of Virtual 
Reality.  The Sir Peter Blake Trust are coming in and working with each class throughout Week 5. It is the 
newest experiential learning programme for students - NZ-VR. Through virtual reality, our students will 
experience the rich biodiversity that exists below the surface of the Hauraki Gulf and connected open spaces, 
as well as the damage that's been done to the ecosystem. They'll come away with actions they can take to 
protect the environment and gain a much deeper sense of kaitiakitanga (guardianship). It is an exciting way 
to expand our ideas and explore some new technology and we are all very much looking forward to it. 
 
 

Waifest - Thursday 11th April 4.30pm - 7.30pm 
Following up on the last newsletter, this is great opportunity to come into 
school, enjoy some student led cultural performances on stage at one of the 
two shows, enjoy some food from the classrooms. It is also a fundraiser and 
we are looking for donations for the Silent Auction that is held in the school 
office area. In the past donations of car care packages, vouchers, electrical 
goods, luxury goods for hampers etc have all been appreciated. Any 
donations for the silent auction will be gratefully received by our Associate 
Principal, Cathy Ioelu ioelu@wai-int.school.nz  
 
School Swimming Sports 

On Tuesday 26th February from 10am to 12pm we will have our School Swimming Sports at 
Cameron Pools. This year this is opt in, and about 98 children are competing. Parents are 
welcome to go along and support the children. 
 

 
CZ Boys Tennis 
The Year 7 and 8 Boys CZ Tennis played at Windmill Road Tennis Courts in Mt Eden on Thursday 
21st February. The weather was overcast and not too hot which was in their favour. 
 
The Year 8's - Flynn Meiklejohn, Lucien Touchette and Arlyn Millar and Year 7's - Liam Beale, Hamish 
Thomson and Taj Trebilco met some fierce competition in their groups. They coped well with their opposition 
and with having to play several games in a row with little time to recuperate in between games. The boys 
accredited themselves well and demonstrated great sportsmanship on and off the courts. They all came back 
having had an interesting time for the first CZ event of the year. 
 
Internet Use 

Following on from our previous newsletter please do make sure that you have regular discussions with your 
child and monitor their internet use at home. We block social media and gaming at school, but interactions 
on these platforms outside of school can effect relationships at school, which can be detrimental and time 
consuming for us to deal with. Thank you for your ongoing cooperation, here is a link with further support for  
parents https://www.netsafe.org.nz/advice/parenting/ We are also looking into having a parent information 
evening on this issue early in Term 2. 
 
Netball and Japan Trip information evenings 
These are both at school on Tuesday 26th February at 6pm, with the information about the Japan trip being 
delivered in the staffroom and the information about Netball being delivered in the library. If you would like 
information on both please attend the Japan trip information session in the staffroom and then meet up with 
Amy Cray, our Netball Coordinator, at the end of the meeting in the library.  
 
If you are interested in becoming a coach or manager for a Netball team this year please email Amy at: 
cray@wai-int.school.nz.  Volunteers are essential to ensure every child has the opportunity to play. 
 
School pick-up and drop-off - Noton Rd carpark 
Unfortunately, I have had notification from the Auckland Council that planned work on the carpark outside 
Eden-Roskill Cricket Club has been brought forward and is likely to start in the next few weeks. If you currently 
pick up your child here please start thinking about an alternative place. There are a number of side streets 
that lead down towards Keith Hay Park that are only a short walk from Waikowhai Intermediate that would 
be an appropriate place to meet your child. Please explore one of these and make arrangements with your 
child. 
 

mailto:ioelu@wai-int.school.nz
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/advice/parenting/
mailto:cray@wai-int.school.nz


 

 
 
 
 
 
Annual ICAS Competition 
 
Each year the University of New South Wales offers tests in several curriculum areas.  Although Waikowhai 
Intermediate School is not an overly enthusiastic supporter of these tests, due to their generic rather than 
prescriptive nature, we do offer the tests to our students as they provide an experience of examination like 
conditions, such as working to time pressures, concentration for an extended period and exam techniques. 
 
Please complete the slip and return it along with the relevant payment to school before 29th March. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
My child ___________________________________________________  of Room _____________ 
 
 
 
Would like to participate in the following ICAS Competitions (please tick) 
 

Digital Technologies  3rd September   $15.00     
 

Science   5th September  $15.00       
 

Writing    10th September  $15.00      
   
 

Spelling Bee   12th September  $15.00     
 

English   17th September  $15.00     
 

Mathematics   19th September  $15.00     
 
 
 
Amount enclosed $ __________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature ____________________ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


