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Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

Yesterday we had 86% of our children back at school. This is a great result after a disrupted week. Thank 
you all for your support with Home Learning and also in returning your children to school so that routines and 
programmes can continue. 
 
At the start of the year classroom teachers have been ensuring that we have your most up to date contacts. 
We are still waiting for a reply from a few families after a request for updated information. This information is 
our only way to ensure that information is getting through and in the event of a change in Alert Levels, that 
all children have the opportunity for uninterrupted learning. 
 

As a reminder, there is some basic Public Health Advice that we all need to continue to follow: 
 

● Children and staff staying home when unwell. 

● Washing hands and drying them properly - soap, paper towels and sanitiser is available in all toilet 

blocks at school, but children bringing their own sanitiser is a good idea. 

● Good cough and sneeze hygiene - coughing or sneezing into elbows or into tissues and disposing of 

them. 

● All visitors to the school reporting through the front office and signing in, but also scanning using the 

QR Code located on the front door and at reception. 

● Children 12 years old and over need to wear a mask on public transport. This is not the case for 

school buses as schools are treated as one large bubble where contact tracing is easily possible. 
 

Thank you for your support over the last week as a community. We will continue to communicate with you in 
a timely way, but please also feel free to make contact and ask any questions or seek clarification on anything 
as you need. Schools work most effectively when there is positive communication and support between 
school staff, parents / caregivers and all students. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

David King 
School Principal 
 
Benchmark reports and Three Way Conferences -  Wednesday 10th March and Thursday 11th March 
 

Our Benchmark report is something that we pass onto parents and caregivers which indicates the starting 
point we have for your child in Reading, Writing and Mathematics. Your child’s Learning Journal forms the 
basis of discussions at Three Way Conferences and the Benchmark Report is there to check that we have a 
common starting point for any goals that are set. These will take place on Wednesday 10th March from 
2.15pm to 7.45pm and Thursday 11th March from 2.15pm to 5.30pm. To book a conference please follow 
the link below and enter the code: 
 
Website: www.schoolinterviews.co.nz 
Code: 48avq 

Greetings, Kia Ora, Fakalofa lahi atu, Malo e lelei, Talofa lava, Taloha, Kia Orana,  
Ni Hao, Buenos Dias, Chao, Malo ni Habari, Dobar dan, Bula Vinaka, Apa Khabar. 

https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code?code=kfmf5


Waifest reminder - after school Wednesday 31st of March 4.30pm - 7.30pm 
 

We continue our planning towards our Waifest event. Waifest is Waikowhai 
Intermediate’s major fundraiser for the year. This a school wide festival and there 
will be various cultural performances on stage during the event and classes will 
buddy up to prepare food for sale. We also receive donations of goods, either 
that are small and can be put into a hamper for a raffle, or more significant 
donations from individuals or companies that we auction on TradeMe. 
 

The proceeds from Waifest this year will go towards refurbishing our hall so it is 
a better venue for our performing arts. We will buy new blackout curtains and 
replace some microphones. 
 

You can help by responding to requests from your child’s classroom teacher with support donating items for 
the food stall. Another way to help is to donate an item for one of the luxury hampers we will raffle. We had 
great success at last year’s TradeMe Auction for bigger items that people and businesses donate so we will 
be doing the same again. Each year we are fortunate to receive some very generous donations of goods and 
vouchers for the auction. 
 

If you are able to help with any of this please be in touch with your child’s classroom teacher or our Associate 
Principal Cathy Ioelu if you have an item to donate for an auction  ioelu@wai-int.school.nz 
 
Lost Property 
 

Please ensure your children name all their gear, clothes, stationery etc. for school. We have an effective lost 
property system, and it is the gear that is unnamed that usually languishes unclaimed.  
 
2021 Teacher Only Day at Waikowhai Intermediate 
 

On Friday 4th June we will have a Teacher Only Day so school will be closed for all students. All teachers 
will be taking part in professional learning on this day. The day falls on the Friday before Queen’s Birthday 
on Monday 7th June. 
 
Year 8 Surf Safety 
 

We are able to carry on with this programme for Year 8 students as planned. Organisation 
for this activity will come through from Year 8 teachers. 
 
School Uniform Shop 
 

The school uniform shop is open here on site every Monday and Thursday from 8:15 - 
9:00am throughout the school year.  The only exception is the last week of each term, as 
they close to do their stock taking.   
 
Tots To Teens 

Tots to Teens is a great parenting resource available as an on-line magazine.  The latest issue is now 
available 

In this issue you'll find great ideas to simplify family life and help your kids see the world from a different angle 
– including an A-Z of 'Going Green! Starting School and even heading Back To School can be a bumpy 
time; we've got tips to smooth the transition, including a ton of lunchbox ideas. Also, there's handy info 
about reducing anxiety, dealing with nits and other skin conditions the kids might catch, and we take a look 
at the benefits of after-school tuition (academic, sporting etc). Corn-lovers, we have three a-maize-
ing recipes to get your fix. And if your kid is obsessed with online games then you need to read our 'Play It 
Safe' story – where we take a look at how it may affect lifestyle, addiction and eyesight. Our Family Fun page 
is filled with laugh-out-loud stories from Kiwi mums, a cool game to try at home, and a dozen events to keep 
you busy on the summer weekends. Don't forget to enter our epic prizes - there's something for everybody 
and entry is so easy!   To access the magazine, click on the following link: 

http://issue2102nin.totstoteens.co.nz 
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