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Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

Thank you to the parents and caregivers who attended the Parenting Centre evening that we hosted at school called 
‘Behind the Screens’. This was a presentation from the Parenting Centre that was advertised in the Newsletter that the 
school funded. The focus of the evening was on how to best negotiate the use of screens and technology with our 
children. As a school we see this as one of the major challenges our students face and as a generation of adults we are 
the first to have to deal with this and support our children through it. This is why we brought in some experts in this area. 
It was a presentation that was well received by our children: 
 

“I really liked how Jana spoke with us instead of at us, meaning she didn't use big fancy words and pound us down with 
information but instead she used a friendly and normal tone and shared little bits of information at a time. I also thought 
it was cool of her how she spoke with loads of expression and shared stories from her experiences to make her seem 
more relatable and approachable. Overall Jana did a super duper great job informing us in a bubbly and enthusiastic 
way that I feel left us all with a lasting impression.” 
 

It was also a presentation that they took some important information away from. We hope the students will apply what 
they learnt: 
 

“Most of us think that we know everything there is to know about the internet and technology. However, this is not the 
case. I think that the presentation was very informative and gave us a reminder on how to be safe online. We even 
busted the myths and found out the truths that come with the privilege of technology. These days some kids don't have 
many restrictions around technology and this can come with consequences” 
 

We also hope that children will make the connection that the online community they operate in, should be treated with 
the same care and respect as their real time interactions: 
 

“To always be positive online, and never try to hurt people's feelings. Also I remember, that before you do anything 
online, always think about: what your friends would think of it, what a stranger would think of it and what would your 
parents think of it.” 
 

One of our students summed up part of the message very well: 
 

“Basically, if you wouldn’t do it IRL then don’t do it in cyberspace.” 
 

There were also other messages about gaming, and things for parents to consider too. 
 

I took a number of things away from the evening, but one that has stuck with me particularly is the link between the 
online environment that many of our children are operating in and their sense of self and self-esteem. Supporting our 
children who are part of a place where ‘Likes’ and ‘Followers’ are counted, and people’s lives are represented by their 
curated photos for ones comparison to their own, is challenging. Middle school children are at a phase of their lives 
when they are developing a sense of self while also developing their self-esteem. They do need parents and adults 
support when negotiating and making sense of the world, both online and off.  
 

“Don’t rely on likes to keep you happy”  
 
Our hope is the talks from the Parenting Centre prompted thinking and questions for everyone, and both parents and 
children took something away and had further conversations. 
 

Kind regards, 
 
David King (Principal) 

Greetings, Kia Ora, Fakalofa lahi atu, Malo e lelei, Talofa lava, Taloha, Kia Orana,  
Ni Hao, Buenos Dias, Chao, Malo ni Habari, Dobar dan, Bula Vinaka, Apa Khabar. 



Mid-year reports and Three Way Conferences 
 
Mid-year reports are due to go home on Friday 28th June. Please talk about these and celebrate your child’s successes 
with them. Please also make an appointment to talk about the report and your child’s progress and achievement at 
Three Way Conferences. This is an important time to share in your child’s successes and identify next steps and goals. 
Three Way Conferences are on Wednesday 3rd July from 2.15pm to 7.45pm and Thursday 4th July from 2.15pm to 
5.45pm. Please use the link and code to make your appointment. 
Link: www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code    
Code: trkj6 
 
Please note that school closes early on both of these days at 2pm. The Auckland Transport (AT) buses will not 
change their timetable for this day, but the KiwiCoach Mangere Bridge bus will run at the earlier time. As Friday is the 
last day of term, school will also close at 2pm on this day, Friday 5th July. 
 
Welcome back from the Japan Trip 
 
Twelve students and two teachers have arrived back from Japan this week. This is a bi-annual exchange that has been 
happening for over 20 years. The schools in Japan are amalgamating and a new school being built. Therefore, it is 
possible that this exchange will take a break next year. The teachers and students reported that they were superbly 
hosted and had a fantastic time. 

 

 
 

 

Learning inside and outside the classroom 
 
Our school has recently been to the Museum as part of their learning experience for their current unit of learning 
‘Influence’. Thank you to Sacha de Graaf for organising this experience for our children and to all the parents who helped 
on this trip that made it possible. It is great for us to be able to take our children outside of school to add to their learning 
experiences, one of the prohibiting factors here is the cost of buses.  
 
 

 
 
The other thing that we try and do to add to our children’s learning experiences is to bring people and experiences into 
school. The ‘Behind the Screens’ presentation is an example of this, so was having the Sir Peter Blake Trust come in 
with the Virtual Reality Experience they gave our children in Term 1. Today we also had Des Hunt the author visited our 
school to share his experiences and expertise as a writer. If ever you have a connection to an expert that would be 
happy to share their knowledge and experiences with our children, we are always happy to hear from you. 
 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code


Reminder for our Community - Waikowhai Intermediate Open Evening/Day for 2019 enrolment 
 
Please pass onto friends and families that on Wednesday 31st July from 6.30pm is our Open Evening in the school hall 
for prospective 2019 families. This is an opportunity for parents, and their children if they wish, to come in and meet our 
Senior Leadership Team, hear about the school and ask any questions that they may have. Wednesday 7th August is 
our Open Day from 9.20am to 11.20am. This is the opportunity for parents / caregivers and children to come in and see 
our school operating on a normal school day. We will coordinate small tour groups in the reception area and families 
will be led round by our Student Councillors and then have the opportunity to talk more with our Leadership Team at the 
end of the tour if necessary. Out of zone applications are closing at 4pm on Wednesday 4th September with a ballot on 
Wednesday 11th September if needed. In zone applications need to be submitted by Friday 27th September. 
 
For our Year 8 cohort, now is the time to engage with the transition to high school and make initial enquiries through 
the school’s website. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



The NEW 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Memberships are here! 
 

Discover thousands of valuable 2-for-1 offers and Up to 50% OFF for many of the best restaurants, cafés, 
arts, attractions, hotels, travel, shopping and much more – choose the style of Membership that suits you 
best...  
 

 The traditional Entertainment™ Book 
Membership.  

 The Entertainment™ Digital Membership for your 
smartphone!  
 
If you wish to purchase a copy of the Entertainment 
Book (hard copy or an electronic version) we have 
copies available from the school office for pick up. 
Please order on line by using the following code: 
www.entbooks.co.nz/948i18 
 

 

http://www.entbooks.co.nz/948i18

