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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

Welcome to the 2019 academic year at Waikowhai Intermediate. It has started very well and the Powhiri on 
Monday to welcome the Year 7 students and new teachers to the school was a great opportunity to bring 
everyone together to start their journey with us and begin to understand what makes Waikowhai Intermediate 
a great place to be. 
 

We like to think there is something that is very special about Waikowhai Intermediate. We call it ‘The Wai 
Way’, which encompasses all that we do. When people visit our school they often talk about what a great 
‘feel’ it has, which we put down to The Wai Way. 
 

When we talk to the children about The Wai Way we say: Do the right thing, in the right place, at the right 
time. It is simple, and is something that we can build on with the children through their two years with us. It is 
also something that we talk about with staff, in terms the expectations we have together as a school. Instilling 
the Wai Way is our focus for Term 1, so all children feel safe and happy at school, and find their place in it. 
 

There is also a place for our community in our school. We pride ourselves as a school on all that we achieve 
but could not do what we do without the support of the community. We look forward to working together to 
get the very best outcomes for the children. 
 

In Term 1 we have some important dates coming up. These are all on our calendar and there is a link to this 
later in the newsletter. Here is some information about the key dates and events. 
 

Benchmark Reports and Three Way Conferences 
Our Benchmark Report is something that we pass onto parents and caregivers which indicates the starting 
point we have for your child in Reading, Writing and Mathematics. Your child’s Learning Map forms the basis 
of discussions at Three Way Conferences and the Benchmark Report is there to check that we have a 
common starting point for any goals that are set. These will take place on Wednesday 13th March from 
2.15pm to 7.30pm and Thursday 14th March from 2.15pm to 5.30pm. Information on how to book a time 
online will come out in a newsletter closer to the time. For more information about Learning Maps please see 
our School Website or ask your child. 
 

Waifest 
Waifest is our major school fundraiser. Children this term are forming student led cultural groups that have a 
focus on inclusion. They will practice during the term and perform on stage at Waifest on Thursday 11th April. 
The event starts at 4.30pm and there are two performances on stage of the groups to accommodate a 
growing audience. During the afternoon there is food sold from classrooms and a silent auction to raise 
money in the foyer. Any donations for the silent auction are gratefully received by our Associate Principal 
Cathy Ioelu ioelu@wai-int.school.nz In the past businesses and families associated with the school have 
been very generous. All proceeds from this year’s Waifest will go to our Kapa Haka and other cultural 
uniforms, with the remaining money going to subsidise camp as it is getting increasingly expensive.   
 
Kind regards, 
 

David King 

Principal 

Greetings, Kia Ora, Fakalofa lahi atu, Malo e lelei, Talofa lava, Taloha, Kia Orana,  
Ni Hao, Buenos Dias, Chao, Malo ni Habari, Dobar dan, Bula Vinaka, Apa Khabar. 
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Pick up and drop off from school 
Waikowhai Intermediate has grown to 478 children this year and with a number of public and school buses 
stopping outside at and just after 3pm it is a very busy place. All children who have to cross Richardson Rd 
at the end of the day need to use the crossing, it would be great if parents could model this too please. 
 
For pick-up at the end of the day there is access at the back of Waikowhai Intermediate which is considerably 
less busy. The Eden Roskill Cricket Club car park at the end of Noton Rd is a good place for pick-up that is 
considerably less busy and has very easy access to our back gate. Because of the congestion we ask that 
no cars enter our school car park for pick-up and that you please respect the yellow lines at the front of school 
which mean no stopping at all times, these are there for our children’s safety. We are in the process of joining 
the Safety at the School Gate programme which is run by Auckland Transport. This means that random 
parking enforcement will happen outside the front of our school during term time. 
 
This programme also suggests that children ‘Park and Walk’. The programme has found that parking at least 
400m away from school and allowing children to walk, significantly reduces the risks of crashes or injury. 
Richardson Rd is a long road with less yellow lines away from the schools, so please consider this option. 
 
Thank you in anticipation of your cooperation. 
 

Japan trip 
Every two years a group of students and teachers travel to Japan on our 
exchange with Soto Junior High School in Seto City. This has been a long running 
exchange that was set up about 20 years ago.  The group will travel via Singapore 
for 3 or 4 days staying in a hotel, before flying to Nagoya and then traveling to 
Seto City where they will stay with a homestay while in Japan. Spaces on the trip 
are limited to 12, and two teachers will be traveling with the group. The 
approximate dates for the trip are Thursday 30th May until Tuesday 11th June. 
For those that are interested there is a parent meeting on Tuesday 26th February at 6pm in the school library. 
If you have any questions please email Rhonda Moir moir@wai-int.school.nz 

 
Screen time and internet use 
At school we use the Ministry of Education’s N4L Broadband which provides a secure environment for our 
children to use the internet. We also make use of online monitoring systems to make sure we are aware of 
children’s use of the internet. This is easily and quickly monitored by classroom teachers and with the tools 
that we use we also have some central control of our Chromebooks if necessary. With children handing in 
their phones at 8.30am and picking them up at 3pm we are confident that our school environment is as safe 
as it can be. 
 
At home screen time and internet use is an issue each family needs to talk about too. The NetSafe website 
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/advice/parenting/ has some great support for parents. One great starting point is 
to make sure that there are no devices in bedrooms an hour before it is time to sleep. 

 
School Calendar 
Our school makes use of a Google calendar for all school events. As dates are confirmed we put them onto 
the calendar. The school website is https://www.wai-int.school.nz/ and includes the calendar and other 
information about our school. 

 
Summer term at school - hats, sunscreen and drink bottles 
Please remind your child to bring and wear their school hat. It is also a good idea 
to provide your child with roll on sunscreen if you can, however sunscreen is also 
available at school. A drink bottle is also essential in the warmer weather, our 
drinking fountains at school have bottle fillers to make these easy to refill.  
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Netball 
My name is Amy Cray and I am the school netball coordinator this year. 
We have a few key dates coming up so I wanted to give plenty of notice to ensure as many as possible are 
able to attend. 
 
Parent info night: Tuesday 26th February, 6:00pm in the school Library 
 
Netball Trial Dates all from 3:15pm until 4:30pm at school 
 
Year 7 Trial 1: Tuesday 19th March  
Year 8 Trial 1: Wednesday 20th March 
Year 7 Trial 2: Wednesday 27th March 
Year 8 Trial 2: Thursday 28th March 
 
More information about these dates as well as sign up notices coming soon. 
Kind regards, 
Amy Cray 
 
 
Annual ICAS Competition 
 
Each year the University of New South Wales offers tests in several curriculum areas.  Although Waikowhai 
Intermediate School is not an overly enthusiastic supporter of these tests, due to their generic rather than 
prescriptive nature, we do offer the tests to our students as they provide an experience of examination like 
conditions, such as working to time pressures, concentration for an extended period and exam techniques. 
 
 
Please complete the slip and return it along with the relevant payment to school before 29th March. 
 
My child/ren ___________________________________________________  of Room/s_____________ 
 
 
 
Would like to participate in the following ICAS Competitions (please tick) 
 

Digital Technologies  3rd September   $15.00     
 

Science   5th September  $15.00       
 

Writing    10th September  $15.00      
   
 

Spelling Bee   12th September  $15.00     
 

English   17th September  $15.00     
 

Mathematics   19th September  $15.00     
 
 
Amount enclosed $ __________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TAPAC’s popular Performing Arts Programmes are taking enrolments for Term 1 now! 
  
All of TAPAC’s programmes are taught by practicing industry professionals. No experience is required and 
there’s something to suit all abilities and ages from 5-16+ years. 
  
There are easy transport links to TAPAC’s purpose-built facility in Western Springs; there’s plenty of free 
parking for drop-off and pick-up; and we’ve even got a café so you can grab a coffee while you relax in the 
foyer! 
  
Enrol now at: www.tapac.org.nz or call us on (09) 845 0295 
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