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Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
Today the School Council are supporting and promoting Pink Shirt Day to stop bullying and spread aroha 
and kindness. The slogan on the poster is ‘Speak up, Stand together’ which is great advice for our children. 
 
Bullying is an issue that has been in the newspapers recently and is something that no New Zealand school 
is immune from. We pride ourselves on the culture and environment at Waikowhai Intermediate and know 
that it all starts with children feeling safe and happy at school. We know that overwhelmingly students do feel 
safe and happy at Waikowhai Intermediate from a well-being survey that students completed last year, but 
until every student at Waikowhai Intermediate feels safe and happy there is work to do. ‘Speak up, Stand 
together’ is part of this, as a school we need to hear from students so we can work through problems together 
to find solutions. 
 
When dealing with issues we believe in being transparent with families. Strong home and school partnerships 
ultimately lead to better support and outcomes for our children. Encouraging children to talk about an issue, 
and then continue to talk about it, is important. A problem is not always solved in the first instance, despite 
the best efforts of all involved, which is why it is so important that our children get the message to keep 
speaking up. It is important for our children to understand that if a problem has not been solved, it is not 
because there is a lack of listening, support or action, but sometimes finding solutions to a problem takes 
more than one go. Children feeling safe and happy at Waikowhai Intermediate is the most important thing for 
us, so we take issues seriously and act quickly and proactively, staying with a problem until it is solved. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
David King 
Principal 

 
 
Waikowhai Intermediate Open Evening/Day for 2019 enrolment 
Please pass onto friends and families that on Wednesday 31st July from 6.30pm is our Open Evening in the 
school hall for prospective 2019 families. This is an opportunity for parents, and their children if they wish, to 
come in and meet our Senior Leadership Team, hear about the school and ask any questions that they may 
have. Wednesday 7th August is our Open Day from 9.20am to 11.20am. This is the opportunity for parents / 
caregivers and children to come in and see our school operating on a normal school day. We will co-ordinate 
small tour groups in the reception area and families will be led round by our Student Councillors and then 
have the opportunity to talk more with our Leadership Team at the end of the tour. Out of zone applications 
are closing at 4pm on Wednesday 4th September with a ballot on Wednesday 11th September if needed. In 
zone applications need to be submitted by Friday 27th September. 
 
For our Year 8 cohort, now is the time to engage with the transition to high school and make initial enquiries 
through the school’s website. 
 

 

Greetings, Kia Ora, Fakalofa lahi atu, Malo e lelei, Talofa lava, Taloha, Kia Orana,  
Ni Hao, Buenos Dias, Chao, Malo ni Habari, Dobar dan, Bula Vinaka, Apa Khabar. 



Free Parent Evening in our school hall - Thursday 6th June at 7pm - Behind The Screens 
This is a presentation done by the Parenting Place. We initiated contact with them as we see the use of 
technology as an area where schools, families and students need more support. The evening takes place in 
our school hall on Thursday 6th June at 7pm. The school is meeting the costs of the evening so there is no 
charge. Here is their blurb about the parent evening: 
 
Helping families understand how young people are using technology today 
What are young people even doing on their devices? How is screen time 
affecting their wellbeing? How can I help to support them in a world I don’t 
fully understand? Behind The Screens answers these questions and more. 
This presentation will empower parents to understand what’s going on for 
their young person and how they can help them navigate the adolescent years 
in a rapidly changing world. If you are concerned with the impact of social 
media, gaming addiction, your child’s self-esteem, and their safety online then 
this presentation will give you the tools and insights you need to confidently raise happy and resilient children. 
 
Winter School Uniform 
We have a School Uniform jacket and a polar fleece for children in the winter, available through the uniform 
shop. During class time we do ask children to take off any jackets that they have on and hang them in the 
cloak bay or put them in bags. All our classrooms are heated and polar fleeces can be worn inside if 
necessary. 
A note from our uniform shop: School Uniform Centre Retail Store will be closed Friday 24th and Saturday 
25th of May. We will be reopening Monday 27th May at our new Retail Store across the road at: 
588 Remuera Rd (the old Bruce McLaren/ Upland Rd Motors) Our online store is still open, please be aware 
orders placed during the closure of the retail store will be dispatched on Monday the 27th. Sorry for any 
inconvenience. 
 
Traveling home from school 
A short reminder that at the end of the school day children need to travel straight home, or to a 
designated place, check in with a caregiver and change out of their school uniform. This is to ensure 
that all our children are accounted for and are safe. 
 
Boys Futsal 

On Tuesday 7th May, our boys competed in the CZ Futsal Tournament at AMI Netball Centre, Mt Wellington. 
 

The Year 8 Boys came second in their pool of five. They qualified for the Quarter Finals where they lost by 

two goals. They were placed fifth overall out of a total of seventeen teams. A very good effort from our Year 

8 Boys. 
 

The Year 7 boys came third in their pool and they just missed out on the top eight.  They then played in the 

plate competition which they won. This placed them ninth overall. Good effort from the Year 7’s. 

 

CZ Girls Futsal 
Thursday 9th May a team of Year 8 Girls and a team of Year 7 Girls headed to the AK Netball Arena (ANC) 
in Stonefields to participate in the CZ Girls Futsal Competition. 
 
The Year 7 Girls were in pool play with some strong teams, after a shaky start the combinations settled well 

and they had a number of great games. This resulted in them finishing top of the 
second half of the draw in 9th place. 
 
The Year 8 Girls had a slightly disappointing start in that their opposition did not 
turn up. This left them playing a game against themselves and playing a friendly 
against another pool team later in the competition. However, they ended up in 
the top half of the draw and finished with a well-deserved 8th placing. 
 

Both teams displayed excellent sportsmanship both on and off the field of play. Well done girls a great day 
out representing Waikowhai Intermediate at Futsal. 
 
 



Year 7 Girls: Holly Van Dolleweerd, Niamh Green, Tayla Carnachan, Addison Tuala, Jazzy Wilkings, Jennifer 
Small, Anna Watkinson, Piper Brotherton and Lauren McCormick 
 

Year 8 Girls: Ava Bennett, Stormy-Lee Sanft, Deanne Philpott, Cassidy Silveira, Aria Van Dolleweerd, 
Annaleah Smith, Keira Park, Brook Van Houts and Isabelle Phillips. 
 
 
Interzone Orienteering 
As previously mentioned after competing at the Central Zone competition our Year 7 Boy’s Team made it 
through to the Inter-Zone Orienteering Competition. As well as our Boy's Team Ella Hill qualified to compete 
as an individual in the Year 7 Girls competition. The competition was held at Moire Park in Massey on 
Tuesday 14 May and included schools from as north as Albany to as far south as Onewhero.  
 
Whilst we have not received the official results as yet, we are very proud of what our orienteers achieved. 
They had a great day and completed the courses using a digital system called SportIdent for the first time. 
This helps to minimise any mistakes on recording each marker and it also gives the competitors an instant 
printout of their run. 
 
Thank you very much for all the parent support, we really appreciate it. 

 

 
 
Paid Union Meetings - Vote for Strike action 
Following the NZEI paid union meetings that we managed to keep the school open for, members have voted 
to strike on Wednesday 29th May. There is the possibility of mediation and a resolution before this date with 
the Ministry of Education. The PPTA, the Secondary Teachers Union, have also voted to strike on this day.  
 
Last year on Wednesday 15th August teachers voted to go on strike for the first time in 24 years. The joint 
action with the PPTA is a further step. For more information please go to the Primary Teachers Union 
Webpage - https://campaigns.nzei.org.nz/time/ 
 
Board of Trustee Elections Reminder 
Nomination forms for elections have now been mailed out and nominations close at 12noon Friday 24th May. 
We have five parent representatives that meet once a month on a Tuesday from 6.30pm in the staffroom. In 
an election year any existing members need to re-stand for election for the following term. All meetings are 
open to the public and you are welcome to attend. If you would like to talk to me about getting involved or 
have any questions please email me at dking@wai-int.school.nz  
 
Strep throat and winter bugs 
Following up a recent message home regarding strep throat and winter bugs.  Brenda 
Green in our office has mentioned that there are high numbers of children absent at the 
moment and some confirmed cases of strep throat. 
 
We encourage hand washing at school and have hand sanitiser in our bathrooms. I am 
emailing you all to ask you to please keep your children at home if they are sick, allowing 
them to get healthy, but also so they do not spread their bugs to others. 
 
Our Public Health nurse is recommending that families go to their doctor for a throat swab if their child has 
a sore throat. 

https://campaigns.nzei.org.nz/time/
mailto:dking@wai-int.school.nz


Entertainment Book  
 

The NEW 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Memberships are here! 
 

Discover thousands of valuable 2-for-1 offers and Up to 50% OFF for many of the best restaurants, cafés, 
arts, attractions, hotels, travel, shopping and much more – choose the style of Membership that suits you 
best...  
 

 The traditional Entertainment™ Book 
Membership.  

 The Entertainment™ Digital Membership for your 
smartphone!  
 
If you wish to purchase a copy of the Entertainment 
Book (hard copy or an electronic version) we have 
copies available from the school office for pick up. 
Please order on line by using the following code: www.entbooks.co.nz/948i18 

 
 
 

 

http://www.entbooks.co.nz/948i18

