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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

 
With two weeks left in Term 2 it is a pleasure to come to school each day and see our school values present 
in every part of school life at Waikowhai Intermediate. With half of an Intermediate cohort changing each 
year, it is important that we work hard as a school to embed our values in everything that we do. Our three 
values are: 
 
Ako - to learn, study, instruct, teach, advise.  
Māia - be brave, bold, capable, confident. 
Manaakitanga - hospitality, kindness, generosity, support - the process of showing respect, generosity and 
care for others. 
 
These are present in our classrooms every day and teachers acknowledge these in the Principal’s Awards 
that are handed out at Principal’s Assemblies on a Friday. I would like to quickly outline other examples of 
our values in action at Waikowhai Intermediate. 
 
Currently we have a team starting to shoot the short film which will take the place of our production in Term 
3. This team is certainly undergoing a lot of new learning, with teachers alongside students in this learning, 
a great example of ako. 
 
As you read on in the Newsletter you will hear about the recent success that our hockey team has had, by 
winning the Zone Sports Field Day, amongst some very strong central Auckland Schools. A superb example 
of māia. 
 
Then at school this week we have hosted Des Hunt, an author who shares his passion for storytelling, writing 
and science with school aged children. He has based himself in the library this week and shared his stories 
with two classes at a time. Sue Sumner, who does a brilliant job of making our library space welcoming and 
vibrant, made some garlic bread and soup for Des and his wife who came along as support with him, a great 
example of manaakitanga. 
 
We have a great team here at Waikowhai Intermediate who all work incredibly hard to get the best outcomes 
for our children. We appreciate the support we get from parents and caregivers when you come alongside 
us in this journey. Please continue to use email to be in touch with your child’s classroom teacher at any time 
if you have any questions. We also look forward to seeing you all at Three Way Conferences in a couple of 
weeks time. Please read on for information about how to book a conference with your child’s teacher. 
 
Nga mihi nui, 
 
David King 

Principal 
 

 

 

Greetings, Kia Ora, Fakalofa lahi atu, Malo e lelei, Talofa lava, Taloha, Kia Orana,  
Ni Hao, Buenos Dias, Chao, Malo ni Habari, Dobar dan, Bula Vinaka, Apa Khabar. 



Three Way Conferences 
Conferences will be held on Wednesday 7th July from 2.15pm to 7.30pm and Thursday 8th July from 2.15pm 
to 6pm.  
 
Teachers would much prefer to speak with families at school, around the table, but if families would prefer to 
have a Three Way Conference by Google Meet, this is possible too. Please just email your child’s classroom 
teacher and let them know you would prefer a conference by Google Meet, and then book a conference using 
the website and link below. 
 
In the previous Newsletter, we gave Year 8 families the option of booking a conference with one of our 
Specialist Teachers. We would now like to open that opportunity up to Year 7 families too. For some of our 
Year 7 families however, we understand that you may not have yet rotated around all our specialist subjects. 
There is a different booking code to book a conference with a Specialist Teacher. 
 
There is one link for conferences: 
https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/ 
 
A school code to make an appointment with your child’s classroom teacher: j8ya6 
 
Then a different code for families who would like to visit one of our specialist teachers: swffz 
 

Even if your child is yet to study with the specialist teacher this year you may wish to speak with that teacher 
to understand the course of study at Waikowhai Intermediate and then the options at high school. 
 
We value the connections we make from these conferences with families and look forward to 
seeing you all. 
 

 

Early Closing 
Due to Three Way Conferences, school will close at 2pm on Wednesday 7th July, Thursday 
8th July.  As Friday is the last day of Term, school will also close at 2pm.  Kiwi Coaches will be here at 2pm 
to collect students living in the Mangere Bridge area.  Alternative arrangements will need to be made for 
those who catch the 511 Lynfield bus and 568 bus to Onehunga. 
 
 

Litter Clean up 
This year Waikowhai Intermediate has held regular litter clean ups which I have taken part in. Two Fridays a 
term, students go out into Keith Hay Park or along Richardson Road with an aim to clean up the mess that 
people have left. A lot of the time we find chip packets, wrappers and other plastic items. We notice that a lot 
of it comes from school lunches. If you brought your chips, lollies or tiny teddies in a plastic container or even 
tipped them into a compartment in your lunch box, that would help eliminate rubbish. We want Waikowhai 
Intermediate to be a clean school. 

Matthias Coleman, Room 12 
 

https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/


 

Matariki celebrations 
On Saturday 26th June our Kapa Haka, school band and our Waitunes choir will perform at Puketāpapa 
Manu Aute Kite Day 2020. This event takes place on the top of the mountain and starts at 11am. The event 
is part of the Auckland wide Matariki Festival and will include a number of local groups. 
 
 

School Social 
Thank you to the Student Council, Sacha de Graaf and all our teachers who took shifts on the night to ensure 
the event was a success. Over 200 children attended. I would also like to say a huge thank you to all the 
parents who came on time to pick up their children, with everyone collected by 8.10pm, I think we set a 
record! 

 

 

 

Playground Opening 
Our Local Puketapapa Board ran a small event on Friday 18th June that was attended by the Local 
Puketapapa Board, Kaumatua Fred Holloway, our school and the company that built the playground. Our 
kapa haka were invited to perform and we were generously fed at the end of the event. The project was a 
pleasure to be part of, the Local Board consulted with our children about what they needed, and then built 
the playground and completed it ahead of schedule. The playground is also fit for purpose for the wider 
community, with everyone from young families to teenagers being able to enjoy it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Trees for Survival 
One Tuesday 15th June our Kaitiaki group went to a farm in Helensville to complete our 
annual tree planting day, as part of the Trees for Survival programme that is supported by 
Auckland Council. We were well hosted by the local farmer and planted over 450 trees 
next to a waterway on his property to help to improve the water quality of the tributary that 
feeds into the Kaipara Harbour. A highlight of the day is always the hot meal that the farmer 
puts on for us at the end of planting, which again this year, did not disappoint. We would 
like to acknowledge the support of the Rotary Club and the architecture firm Pacific 
Environments for their sponsorship which allows this day to happen. 
 
 
CZ Boy’s Hockey 
On Monday 21st June the Boy’s Hockey team travelled out to Harbour Hockey Stadium at Rosedale Park on 
the North Shore. We were a mix of Year 8 and Year 7: Matthias Coleman, Jayden Wong, Peter Yeh, Zayden 
McGregor, Mason Lockhart, Josh Smith, George Maplesden, Israel Young, Eugene Han, Ankush Kulkarni, 
Jayden McKenzie, Sam Enticott, Nazir Jamal, Harry Mellor, Ishaan Greenwood and Jayden Albert. It was a 
fine and sunny day and the new hockey grounds looked great. Waikowhai were in a pool with Remuera, 
Kowhai and Pasadena. Games were quite tough but our backs and midfield held strong most of the time and 
kept everyone out as much as possible, feeding the forwards with goal scoring opportunities. We had many 
chances in the goal circle and improved with each game we played. Games were 20 minutes long with no 
half time or change of ends. 
 

The team pulled together very well, and we finished second in our pool as we narrowly lost to Remuera. Our 
opponents in the semi-final were ANI, it was a game we really wanted to win. ANI scored first but we kept 
our heads up managing to score equally. Our result now depended on the number of penalty corners each 
team had had. We won!  
 

Heading into the final we were more confident that if 
we could hold Remuera out we had a chance of 
winning. The game was tough and the team were 
giving it all they had, the number of close games were 
taking their toll on the boys’ fitness and mental 
toughness, tiredness was creeping in. Teams were 
tied at the final whistle which meant extra time and 
golden goal. We gritted our teeth and fought hard for 
the next 5 minutes. Both teams remained scoreless 
at the end of extra time but we were ecstatic as we 
knew we had more penalty corners than Remuera, 
which meant we had won! Waikowhai had won CZ 
Boy’s Hockey. 
 

Thanks to the parents who helped get us there and 
cheered us on, it was a great day out and we look 
forward to representing Waikowhai at Inter Zones 
next term. 
 

CZ Girl’s Hockey 
On Tuesday 22nd June the girls team headed out to the same venue. We had more teams than the boys 
and were also in Pool A. We had to play Dio, Royal Oak, Remuera and Ponsonby in Pool play and ANI and 
St Mary’s for placings. Our pool games were also 20 minutes with no half time but we had to play them 
straight after each other with just 5 mins in between each game. Pretty tough when you play full field hockey. 
The team of Year 7 and Year 8 girls: Gabriella Brown-Letele, Caitlin Hsiao, Anoushka Narayanan, Dhruvi 
Patel, Ava Winn, Emma Winn, Saiesha Chhotu, Jaimie Harris, Tilly Rotherham, Aria Nicholas, Myla van 
Dolleweerd, Maia Hecker, Shreya Khurana and Mercia Pritchard fought hard every game. Some of the girls 
had not played hockey before and everyone did very well. Lunch break saw us recharge after a well-earned 
rest resulting with us narrowly missing out to ANI through penalty corners and then beating St Mary’s in the 
same way. In total we played six games, winning one, losing two and drawing three. We had some excellent 
runs and goal scoring opportunities. The team improved with each game and thoroughly enjoyed the day out. 
A big thank you to the parents who helped transport us to the venue and gave us their support throughout 
the day, it was very much appreciated. 



ICAS Exams 
 

Each year the University of New South Wales offers tests in several 
curriculum areas.  Although Waikowhai Intermediate School is not an 
overly enthusiastic supporter of these tests, due to their generic rather 
than prescriptive nature, we do offer the tests to our students as they 
provide an experience of examination like conditions, such as working to time 
pressures, concentration for an extended period and exam techniques. 
 
Each subject will be open for a 5-day sitting window - from Monday to Friday (see 
dates below). 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Please complete the slip and return it along with the relevant payment to school before 
9th July. 
 
My child/ren __________________________________________________  
 
Room/s_____________ 
 
 
Would like to participate in the following ICAS Competitions (please tick) 
 
 
 
Digital Technologies   9th August   $18.40   
 
English     16th August   $18.40  
 
Science     23rd August   $18.40  
     
Spelling Bee    23rd August   $18.40  
  
Mathematics    30th August   $18.40  
 
 
 
 
Amount enclosed $ __________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature ____________________ 
 
 


