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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

Over the last week we have seen the people of New Zealand, and also people from around the world, respond 
with love, unity and the deepest sympathy to the attack in Christchurch. These themes were echoed in the 
responses from our students and staff. Thank you to Kirsten Malcolm our School Counsellor who provided a 
collation of the advice to teachers about how to most effectively deal with students’ responses and her 
ongoing support of our students.  
 
Some classes responded in a way that we could deliver to our local mosque on Stoddard Rd, thank you to 
Ms Muna, Matua Victor and Ms Reutlinger for taking these responses on behalf of our school.  
 
Over the coming weekend there are a number of gatherings, marches and vigils to come together to show 
solidarity as a nation. If this is something that you would like to support, details have been in news sources. 
 
Today we had a mufti day to participate in the Colour Your Day initiative of 24-7 Youth Work that is supported 
by Christchurch City Council. This is an event that has also been supported by many of our neighbouring 
schools and any donations collected go to the ‘Our People, Our City’ Charity. We also gathered on our courts 
as a school to mark 2 minutes silence. 
 
From what I have seen, I can say that our staff, children and the wider community are doing a wonderful job 
of coming together at what is a very difficult time. Our thoughts, prayers and deepest sympathies remain with 
our Muslim Community and those in Christchurch. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

David King  
Principal 
 
Thank you! 
It was great to see so many parents and caregivers at Three Way Conferences, the connections we make 
as a school and a community at these are really important to us. Thank you to everyone who bought a book 
for the library, 21 books in total were donated.  If you missed out and would like to purchase a book to donate, 
a variety of books are still available on display at reception. 
 
Thank you also to those who have come forward to sponsor our Waifest:  Thank you to the following 
sponsors for their donations so far for Waifest: 
 

Neville Siebert (Artist), Akaranga Golf Club, The Warehouse Royal Oak, Little Oven, 

Bluebells Cakery, Alishas Cafe, NumberWorks, Maungakiekie Golf, Waikowhai Auto 

Service, Tony Martin Gym, Bunnings, Clive Dicks Vacuum, Infusion Beauty, Aaron and 

Angela Mackesy (Glow in the Dark), Villa Maria Winery and API Consumer Brands - 

Australian Pharmaceutical Industry. 

There is still plenty of time for others that would like to join this list! 

Greetings, Kia Ora, Fakalofa lahi atu, Malo e lelei, Talofa lava, Taloha, Kia Orana,  
Ni Hao, Buenos Dias, Chao, Malo ni Habari, Dobar dan, Bula Vinaka, Apa Khabar. 



Update from the Road Safety Team 
Every morning, rain or shine, and every afternoon, a group of trained Year 8 student road patrollers are on 
duty ensuring our two local school communities get across the pedestrian crossing on Richardson Rd safely. 
In recent years the volume of traffic has increased phenomenally on this busy road while driver behaviour 
often seems to be worsening. We have often asked parents and caregivers to drop their children off in the 
safe places at many points around the school environs, and when we think of the road patrol team, we can 
really see the sense in this. The patrollers are trained to open the lollipop signs when cars are behind the 
white diamond markers on the road. When cars stop to drop off children on the dotted yellow lines in front of 
the diamonds, the patrollers are being asked to watch out for even greater hazards. With cars also regularly 
noted speeding through the 40km/h school zone, pulling out into heavy traffic without indicating and stopping 
in the staff carpark entrance, the stress load on our young patrollers is growing unnecessarily large. Please 
be considerate and stop to drop your child off well away from the pedestrian crossing and the dotted yellow 
lines. The Hillsborough Kindergarten carpark has been extended and now provides better access. Thank you 
to those who already do this. It everyone’s safety that is at risk. 
 
Julie Collard 
Teacher in charge of road patrols 
 
Nga Herenga Waka 
It has been a pleasure to be part of the Nga Herenga Waka project. The kaupapa (purpose) of this project 
has been to bring communities together in Mt Roskill.  
 
Community organisations Madave and Roskill Together have sourced and provided a lot of the resource for 
this project to be a success. Our friends next door at Hillsborough Kindergarten have also provided a lot of 
work behind the scenes to keep the project moving along.  
 
The project held more than 16 workshops with different community organisations to gather their stories and 
then asked each person to represent their story with a picture. These pictures were then displayed in our 
library by our Visual Arts teacher Cathy Warden. The carving was then welcomed into our school and the 
picture below is of the group from the organisations involved as well as Auckland Arts Festival 
representatives, including the Artistic Director Jonathan Bielski. 
 

 
 

 
As the carving has taken place over the last week, classes have been able to visit and watch the carvers 
work and ask questions. On Thursday 21st March we had a ceremony to bless the carving as it moved onto 
the next phase in its journey. The original intention was to have it on stage at the Family Day to close the 
Auckland Arts Festival on Sunday 24th March. This day has now been cancelled and alternative 
arrangements are being made to bless the carving. 



The picture below is a picture of the group after the blessing, before the carving went back to the carvers 
workshop for colouring. 
 
 

 
 
 
Prize Giving changes 
It has been a challenge for a number of years to fit all our community and students into the hall for End of 
Year Prize Giving. To help this year we will have a Year 7 Prize Giving on Thursday 12th December, followed 
by a Year 8 Prize Giving on Friday 13th December. This way parents and caregivers will be split over two 
ceremonies, which we hope will leave room for everyone who wishes to attend. 
 
Board of Trustee elections 
Every three years there are elections for the Board of Trustees. We have five parent representatives that 
meet once a month on a Tuesday from 6.30pm in the staffroom. All meetings are open to the public and you 
are welcome to attend. Nomination forms for elections will be mailed out next term. If you would like to talk 
to me about getting involved or have any questions please email me at dking@wai-int.school.nz  
 
Pick up and drop off 
The Noton Rd Carpark outside the Eden Roskill Cricket Club has major works starting in April that are 
scheduled to last until the end of June. The car park will be closed for this period. I have spoken with TriStar 
Gym and the car park outside the gym and Cameron Pools could be used for pick-up and drop off as most 
after school classes do not start until after 3.45pm, by which time our children could easily walk up Keith Hay 
Park to be picked up. Please consider this option so the front of our school does not become too congested 
and dangerous.  
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